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Todah: Showing Gratitude

We generally don’t really appreciate that which we have until it looks like there’s a risk of losing it. When
you’re going through financial difficulties, that’s when you learn the value of wealth. When sick or injured,
that’'s when you learn to value your health; and you really appreciate the gift of family only after they’ve gone.

There is a special blessing to be said after surviving danger. One who has been sick, or in another perilous
situation, will come to the synagogue and say a blessing of gratitude at the Torah. In Temple times they’d also
bring a korban todah (thanksgiving offering), to show their appreciation to G-d for saving them from danger.
We make this public affirmation of thanks because when you’ve nearly lost everything, you know how much you
have to be grateful for, and you wish to openly show your appreciation to G-d for His gifts and miracles.

The person offering a korban todah would also bring 40 large loaves of bread to the Temple, following which the
meat and bread would be taken home and eaten. The Torah warns that “it shall be eaten on that day; leave
none of it over to the next morning.”

There was no way that a single person, or even his extended family, could possibly consume such a large
amount of food in such a short amount of time; so, obviously they’d have to invite their friends and neighbors
over to join the meal. It is almost as if the Torah is forcing you to share your simchahs with the community.
You’'d sit together in company, rejoicing in G-d’s blessings and recounting over and over the story of your
escape from danger.

However, more than just a way of publicizing your personal miracle, the act of inviting others over to share in
your bounty demonstrates the Jewish attitude to gratitude. When you have been personally blessed, seek to
share your blessings with others.

Your wealth is a gift from G-d — the jackpot won in the great lottery of life — and it is your responsibility to
make sure that everyone else is looked after. If you enjoy good health, be thankful, and then actively seek to
bring that comfort to other people who are waiting for their own blessing.

(by Rabbi Elisha Greenbaum from www.chabad.org)
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4 The Covenant of Circumcision

We wish a hearty Mazel Tov to Mr. Benzy and Mrs. Sarah Palanker
on the Birth and Bris of their son Shlomo Mordechai.
Mazel Tov the Grandparents and the entire Palanker family!

Rav Mendel and Rebbitzen Rosenblatt are sponsoring Kiddush this Shabbat
in memory of Rav Mendel’s mother, Sarah Raizel bas Shmaryahu Yoel HalLevi
whose yahrzeit is the 12" of lyar.

DAVENING AND SHIURIM SCHEDULE

Friday, 5/1 — Pesach Sheni — 14 lyar Tuesday, 5/5 — Lag B’Omer — 18 lyar
Shacharit — 7:00 a.m. Shacharit— 7:00 a.m.
Minchah / Ma’ariv — 7:00 p.m. Minchah — 7:00 p.m.

Ma’ariv — 8:30 p.m.
Shabbat, 5/2 — 15 lyar
Shacharit 9:00 a.m.

Sof Z’man Kriat Shema — 9:33 a.m. Wednesday, 5/6 — 19 lyar
Minchah — 7:30 p.m. Shacharit — 7:00 a.m.
Shiur — after Minchah Minchah / Ma’ariv — 7:45 p.m.
Shkiah — 8:01 p.m.
Ma’ariv — 8:45 p.m. Thursday, 5/7 — 20 lyar
Shacharit — 6:50 a.m.
Sunday, 5/3 — 16 lyar Minchah / Ma’ariv — 7:45 p.m.

Shacharit — 8:00 a.m.

Minchah / Ma’ariv — 7:45 p.m.

Friday, 5/8 — 21 lyar

Monday, 5/74 — 17 lyar Shacharit — 7:00 a.m.
Shacharit — 6:50 a.m. Shabbat Candles — 7:48 p.m.
Minchah / Ma’ariv— 7:45 p.m. Minchah / Ma’ariv — 7:00 p.m.




