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The Anatomy of a Leader  By Naftali Silberberg 
 
Who was Moses? Why, indeed did G-d choose this unknown Israelite refugee from Midian to lead His people out of 

Egypt and be the conduit for the transmission of G-d's wisdom to this world? Many answers have been given based 

on anecdotes recounted in various midrashic sources regarding Moses' accomplishments in his pre-leadership years. 

We, however, will attempt to cull an answer from the information provided in the Bible itself. 

After the Torah describes Moses' birth and rescue from the Nile (incidents wherein he didn't actively or knowingly 

participate), we are told only three episodes about Moses—all very telling; all sharing the same theme: 1) Moses 

slays an Egyptian who is beating an Israelite. 2) Moses attempts to prevent the escalation of a skirmish between 

two Israelites. 3) Moses physically intervenes upon witnessing the unjust harassment of Jethro's daughters by the 

local shepherds. 

Here's a person who isn't afraid to stand up for what is right. He won't just "mind his own business" when confronted 

by blatant injustice. And he doesn't just express his opinion to anyone interested, he takes corrective action—even if 

these actions are unpopular and may incur others' wrathful vengeance. 

Does this sound a little like the role of the main character in countless movies and novels? Well here's where Moses' 

story becomes unique: when G-d approaches Moses, asking him to lead the Israelite nation out of Egypt, Moses 

refuses. Moses humbly but unsuccessfully pleads with G-d to send another person as messenger—Aaron, 

the Messiah, or ANYONE… This seems to be an extremely counter-intuitive response. Considering Moses' 

background, we would expect him to gleefully jump at the opportunity to be the hero sent on a mission to save an 

oppressed nation from the hands of an evil tyrant. 

But Moses was also the most humble man to ever live. There wasn't a shred of ego in all his heroic exploits and he 

had no desire for fame or glory. True, when there was an injustice which required immediate attention he was the first 

person to jump into the fray; but in this instance Moses felt that others were equally qualified for the task, and he 

therefore had no interest in the mission. 

And this is precisely why he was chosen. One whose feats are motivated by ego is not a true leader. His 

preoccupation with writing his own chapter in the annals of history will cloud his priorities and won't allow him to give 

the proper attention and respect to his charges. The genuine leader possesses a rare mix of fearlessness and 

humility. 

 (Source: http://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/335712/jewish/Achievement‐vs‐Caring.htm ) 

 

  



 

Kiddush  

Everyone is invited to Kiddush after davening. 
 
Please consider sponsoring or co-sponsoring a kiddush in honor of a Simcha, Yahrtzeit, etc, email 
Reuven Frank for additional information. 

 

 
DAVENING SCHEDULE  

Friday  January 20  22 Tevet  Shacharit .................... 7:00 a.m. 
      Candles ...................... 4:48 p.m. 
      Mincha ....................... 4:50 p.m. 
    Father‐Son Learning .......................... 7:45 p.m. 
 
Shabbat  January 21  23 Tevet  Shacharit .................... 9:00 a.m. 
Shabbos Mevorchim    Sof Z’man Kriat Shema ...... 9:47a.m. 

      Gemara Shiur .................... 4:10 p.m. 
      Mincha & Seuda Shilishit .. 4:40 p.m. 
      Maariv ........................ 5:57 p.m. 
 
Sunday  January 22   24 Tevet  Shacharit .................... 8:00 a.m.  
      Mincha/Maariv .......... 5:00 p.m. 
       
Monday  January 23  25 Tevet  Shacharit .................... 6:50 a.m.  
      Maariv  ....................... 8:15 p.m. 
 
Tuesday  January 24  26 Tevet  Shacharit .................... 7:00 a.m.  
      Maariv  ....................... 8:15 p.m. 
 
Wednesday  January 25  27 Tevet  Shacharit .................... 7:00  a.m.  
      Maariv  ....................... 8:15 p.m. 
 
Thursday  January 26  28 Tevet  Shacharit .................... 6:50 a.m.  
      Maariv  ....................... 8:15 p.m. 
 
Friday  January 27  29 Tevet  Shacharit .................... 7:00 a.m. 
(Erev Rosh Chodesh Shevat)    Candles ...................... 5:04 p.m. 
      Mincha ....................... 5:05 p.m.  
    Father‐Son Learning .......................... 7:45 p.m. 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Rabbi: 
   Shmuel Kaplan 
  rabbikaplan@chabadmd.com 
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  Michael Frank 
   shul.chabad@gmail.com 
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   bernstein1@msn.com 
 
Kiddush:  
  Reuven Frank 
  rfrank82@gmail.com 
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  Sue Zakar 
  sue.zakar@gmail.com 
 
Gabbaim:  
  Yehuda Buchwalter    
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  Allan Genut 
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Aleph Learning Institute  
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Father/Son Learning 
Weekly Father/Son learning Friday nights with chulent from O'Fishel.   Time:  7:45 ‐ 8:15, followed by a 
story.  If anyone has any questions, please see Rabbi Eli Itzkowitz 

 
 

 

Yahrzeits this Week:  

Sunday, 1/22/2017  Tevet 24 
 Moshe Rosenfeld    Esriel Rosenfeld (Esriel ben Moshe) 

 Thursday, 1/26/2017  Tevet 28 
 Avraham Rosenblum  Mother Ita Bluma Rosenblum (Ita Bluma bas Moshe)  

FRIDAY NIGHT EVENTS   


