
August 23, 2025 Re’eh — Shabbat M’vorchim 29 Av, 5785 

Why Didn’t G-d Specify the Location of the Holy Temple?

Preparing the Jewish people for their entry into the Promised Land, Moses paints a harmonious picture of one place
where all will gather to celebrate and serve G-d:

And you shall cross the Jordan and settle in the land the L-rd, your G-d, is giving you as an inheritance …  And it
will be, that the place the L-rd, your G-d, will choose in which to establish His Name there you shall bring all that
I am commanding you: Your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, your tithes, and the separation by your hand, and
the choice of vows which you will vow to the L-rd.  And you shall rejoice before the L-rd, your G-d you and your
sons and your daughters and your menservants and your maidservants, and the Levite who is within your cities.

The pilgrim festivals are central to this portion. The Torah commands us how and with whom to celebrate, but there
is a glaring omission: although mentioned more than 10 times in the parshah, “the place the L-rd your G-d will
choose” is left unnamed.

Moses spent 40 years teaching Torah and passing on the mitzvot with intricate detail.  He transmitted the highly
detailed laws of the sacrifices, including everything from which types of animals may be used to the location on the
Temple where the animals should be offered.  Yet the place where all this would happen is undisclosed.  Why did
Moses keep the location of the spiritual capital a secret?  Why does the name of the city where the Holy Temple
will be built remain a mystery?

Maimonides suggests three possibilities:

If the surrounding nations would know the future site of the Holy Temple, they would fortify the place with their
strongest armies in an effort to stymie Jewish worship there.

If the current residents of the Temple Mount would realize the spiritual significance the place has to the Jewish
people, they would do all they could to destroy and deface it.

The third reason (which Maimonides favors as the “strongest”) is that the Temple mount is in the portion of Judah
and Benjamin.  If the other tribes would know that it would not be in their portion, they would begin to quarrel over
that spot, each one wishing to host G-d in their own territory.  G-d solved this problem by only revealing His chosen
location after Israel was ruled by a king who would be able to maintain peace even as some tribes were elevated
over others.

A more spiritual answer can be found in the verse where the phrase “the place the L-rd, your G-d, will choose” is
used for the first time:

But only to the place which the L-rd, your G-d, shall choose from all your tribes, to set His Name there; you shall
seek His presence and come there.

(continued on the other side)



Yahrzeits This Week:

Major Michael Young 24 Av - Sunday night / Monday for father Yehuda ben Mordechai HaLevi

DAVENING AND SHIURIM SCHEDULE

Friday, 8/22 — 28 Av
   Shacharit — 7:00 a.m.
   Minchah  / Ma’ariv — 7:00 p.m.

Shabbat, 8/23 — 29 Av
   Shacharit 9:00 a.m.
   Sof Z’man Kriat Shema — 9:46 a.m.
   Minchah — 7:20 p.m.
   Shkiah — 7:51 p.m.
   Ma’ariv — 8:33 p.m.

Sunday — Rosh Chodesh Elul, 8/24 — 30 Av
   Shacharit  — 8:00 a.m.
   Minchah  / Ma’ariv — 7:30 p.m.

Monday — Rosh Chodesh Elul, 8/25 — 1 Elul
   Shacharit  — 6:40 a.m.
   Minchah / Ma’ariv — 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, 8/26 — 2 Elul
   Shacharit  — 7:00 a.m.
   Minchah / Ma’ariv — 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, 8/27 — 3 Elul
   Shacharit  — 7:00 a.m.
   Minchah  / Ma’ariv — 7:30 p.m.
   Tanya Shiur: 2nd part of Tanya Shaar HaYichud
        V’Emunah which deals w/the nature of creation
        and  the unity of Hashem — 8:10 p.m.

Thursday, 8/28 — 4 Elul
   Shacharit — 6:50 a.m.
   Minchah  / Ma’ariv — 7:30 p.m.

Friday, 8/29 — 5 Elul
   Shacharit — 7:00 a.m.
   Shabbat Candles — 7:23 p.m.
   Minchah  / Ma’ariv — 7:00 p.m.

“You shall seek His presence,” says the Torah. G-d will choose Jerusalem only after the people themselves choose
a place they feel is appropriate for His home.  Only the Jew, who is part and parcel of the physical reality, can
create a permanent dwelling place for G-d in this physical world.  Only after King David chose the site of Jerusalem,
did G-d, through the prophet, agree with the choice, establishing Jerusalem, and the Temple Mountain, as the
spiritual capital of the world.

The holiness of every place G-d chose for Divine revelation was temporary.  The physical location of Mount Sinai,
for example, did not retain its holiness.  The one place chosen by humans (who did not wait for a sign from on high,
but fulfilled the command to “seek His presence”) was the place that achieved permanent and everlasting holiness.

What is the lesson for us?  To become the person we want to be, we cannot wait for inspiration from above.
Inspiration alone will not change us for the better, unless we choose to get involved, to become a partner, to
contribute to the effort, to do our part to “seek His presence.”  G-d will choose to send you Divine inspiration and
success, but it will have a permanent effect only after you do your part in building your spiritual Jerusalem.

(by Rabbi Rabbi Menchem Feldman from www.chabad.org)

“You are children to Hashem, your Elokim . . .” (14:1)

R’ David Chai Abuchatzeira shlita (former Sephardic Chief Rabbi of Nahariyah, Israel; now a Chassidic rebbe in that
city) writes: R’ Elimelech of Lizhensk z”l (1717-1787; early Chassidic Rebbe) relates a parable about a father and
son who were traveling a long distance through a forest.  Many exotic fruits and berries were growing on the trees
and shrubs o the sides of the path, and the father was afraid that his son would become so distracted by them that
he would wander off and become lost.  Therefore, the father told his son, “Every few minutes, you should call out
to me so that I can save you from wandering too far.”

This, says R’ Elimelech, is the purpose of prayer. Rashi z”l writes (in his commentary to Bereishit 30:8) that the
name of Yaakov’s son Naftali comes from the root that means “connection.”  Targum Onkelos says that that name
comes from the same root as “Tefilah.”  Putting these together, it appears that the purpose of Tefilah / prayer is
connection; i.e., we call out to Hashem several times a day so that we will not become too distracted by the
pleasures of this world and become lost. (Sha’arei Tefilah p.1)

(by Rabbi Shlomo Katz from Project Genesis at www.torah.org)

We extend our heartfelt sympathy and condolences to Chaim Kahn
on the loss of his mother, Eva Kahn.
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